
Mission Trip to Ojibwa First Nations in Bemidji, Minnesota 
A Tale of Faith, Friendship, and Transformation 

In the heart of Bemidji, Minnesota, an unforgettable adventure unfolded as 22 spirited teenagers, 
accompanied by their faithful leaders, embarked on a mission trip to the Ojibwa First Nations. They 
came from different Christian denominations, bound together by a shared desire to serve, learn, and 
understand. Little did they know that this journey would lead them to experiences they may not have 
been fully prepared for. 

Amidst the camaraderie of the four other Christian parishes with youths from various faiths, they were 
honored to immerse themselves in the rich tapestry of the Ojibwa people's culture and spirituality. With 
open hearts and minds, our teens observed how prayer and life intertwined in harmony, a sacred dance 
of beliefs passed down through generations. 

However, not all challenges stemmed from the unfamiliar Ojibwa traditions. Within the different group 
of Christian teens, our Catholic teens encountered a subtle current of religious discord. Some of the 
other teens, misguided by their limited understanding, questioned the practices of their Catholic peers, 
inadvertently causing discomfort and doubt. Yet, our Catholic teens responded with grace, offering 
gentle explanations without contention. We encouraged our teens to seek understanding and respect, 
as this exemplified the true essence of their faith—compassion, acceptance, and love. 

Our teens understood that their purpose lay not in proselytizing with mere words, but rather in radiating 
their faith through compassionate actions. Our Catholic teens knew better by not attempting to convert 
the Ojibwa community, choosing instead to demonstrate the teachings of their faith through service. 
"We are not Catholics for ourselves; we are Catholics for the people we serve," they reminded one 
another. 

In the midst of mosquito-infested nights and cramped church floors, we all found solace in the 
knowledge that our hardships were insignificant compared to the impact we were making. Everyone 
persevered through cold showers and limited amenities, all the while cherishing the opportunity to help 
those in need. And as we immersed ourselves in selfless service, we found that we, too, were being 
transformed. 

Through the lens of shared labor and cultural exchange, friendships blossomed, and barriers fell. Our 
differences became a catalyst for understanding, rather than division. The world beyond our comfort 
zones, once daunting, now seemed full of potential for unity. 

One poignant moment on the final night brought this diverse group even closer. A humble ritual, 
inspired by the washing of the Twelve Apostles' feet, unfolded before their eyes. Leaders knelt to wash 
the feet of willing students, a symbol of humility and love. Tears flowed, healing hearts wounded by life 
itself.  

As the mission trip drew to a close, gratitude overflowed in the hearts of the teens. They realized that 
this transformative experience had left an indelible mark on their souls. They had learned to appreciate 
the richness of their Catholic faith and had witnessed the profound power of unity in diversity. 



To those who supported this endeavor, be it through prayers or financial contributions, we would like 
to express profound gratitude. Your support gifted us with an invaluable journey of growth and self-
discovery. Thank you, St. Thomas and St. Clare, for being the pillars of encouragement that made this 
mission possible. 

In conclusion, the mission trip to Ojibwa First Nations became more than just a journey. It was a 
testament to the unifying force of faith, the power of empathy, and the potential for transformation 
when we let go of preconceived notions. As these young Missionary souls returned to their homes 
safely, they carried with them the wisdom that to improve the world, one must first embrace the beauty 
of their own faith and extend a hand of friendship to all. 

The mission trip may have ended, but its echoes will resonate within them forever, inspiring a 
generation to approach life with open hearts and minds, ready to be the change they wish to see in the 
world. 
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